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"FLYING SAUCERS"
STILLA MYSTERY

NEW YORK, July l8
(A.A.P.).-About

15 percent,of about1,000reportsof
"flying

saucers"receivedin the pastfouryearscannot

be
explained,

a U.S.Air Forcespokesman

said
lastnight.

Jet fighters equippedwith
radarhad beensentup, but

none had yet made contact

with a
"saucer,"

said Cap-
tainE. J.

Ruppelt,
ot the

Air TechnicalIntelligence

Centreat the
Wright-Patter-

son Air Base,Ohio.

CaptainRuppeltheadsa
team investigating "flying
saucer" reports.

He saidthatgroundradar
had trackedsome unexplain

able aerialobjects,believed

to have been
travelling

at
speedsof from1,500to 2,000
milesan hour,but no one
had reponedseeingthese.

None of the sightings,

mostly reported around
atomicbomb centres,had
resultedfrom atomicbomb
blasts,or cosmic ray and
guidedmissile research.

Captain Ruppelthas spent
thousandsof hours tracking

down the reports,whichhave

been
increasing

in the lastfew
weeks, and has foundthat
many have natural explana-

tions.

Of the 1,000"saucersre-
ported,38 per cent,.were
meteorsor other heavenly

bodies,13 per cent,balloons.

22.percent,birdsand
aircraft.

2 per cent,hoaxes, 10 per
cent,too nebulousto classify

as actualsightings,

and 15 per
cent, remain unexplained.

NO PHYSICALTRACE
He saidthatno physical

dace,suchas a pieceof
wreckage,ever had been
found.

The
investigation started in

1948,but was
dropped

for a
short periodthe following

year.It was
revived latein

1949.

"We are firmly convinced

thatpersonsmakingthesere-
ports actuallysee something

in the sky,"said Captain Rup-
pelt.


